
Clay Ball, Billy’s house-
father in the Smith Cottage, 
believes that Billy’s decision 
was driven in large part 
because of the relationships 
Billy had formed during his 
time at Southeastern.

“He made the decision to 
be baptized because he felt 
empty and wanted to be part 
of a family,” Clay said. “The atmosphere at camp is differ-
ent than his day-to-day life. This was his second year at 
camp, and the relationships he made last year spilled 
over to this year. A lot of people have been trying to 
help Billy over the past year and a half. We’re just incred-
ibly proud of him, and we’re extremely glad that he’s 
part of our Christian family as well as our house family.”

We’re extremely excited to announce 
that over the past three months four 
of our residents have put on Christ in 
baptism.

Raven, a 17-year old resident who was 
recently baptized, seemingly sparked a 
spiritual renewal in the Senn Cottage.

“When I got baptized, there seemed 
to be a sudden change in the home,” 
Raven said. “Everyone was suddenly nicer 
to each other. I began reading the Bible 
with Dee. And Kelsey and I began talking 
about what it meant to be a Christian.”

Raven’s decision clearly has affected 
others that live with her.

“When Raven came home after her 
baptism, she started acting like a new 
person. After seeing her, I felt I needed to 
change, too, in order to become a better 
person,” Kelsey, a 14-year old resident said. 
“I feel like God is guiding me now. I still 
make mistakes, but I know my sins are 
forgiven.”

Since their baptisms, Raven and Kelsey have at-
tempted to make some subtle changes to the way they 
act around others.

“I want to go out and meet new people instead of 
staying close in the little box I was in,” Raven said. “I sud-
denly want to reach out and tell people that aren’t in 
my close circle of friends about Jesus.”

Two of our children, Dee and Billy, were baptized 
while attending a week of Palmetto Bible Camp.

“I had been thinking about the decision for about a 
year,” Billy said. “During the week of bible camp, I was 
surrounded by a Christian family. It was just a spiritual 
place to be. It seemed like the right time to make such 
a big decision. Now, I don’t have the weight of sin on 
me. And, it seems like I have more people to help me. 
Mr. Clay and Mrs. Tabitha have been really helpful with 
everything.”

After over ten years of remarkable service, house-
parents Tony and Janice Axsom recently announced 
their “retirement” from house-parenting. 

In their place, we have hired Bryan and Kelly Conway. 
Bryan and Kelly relocated from Arlington, Texas and will 
be the house-parents at the Senn Cottage.

Bryan previously was employed for twenty five years 
as a high school English teacher and coach. Kelly, an ac-
countant by trade, and their daughter Kara have been 

New houseparents at Senn Cottage

Four residents baptized in Christ

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home  • special summer edition

summer 2013

su
m

m
er

 2
01

3

quickly welcomed by the girls in the Senn Cottage.

“We’re absolutely thrilled to have the Conway’s, ” Vicki 
Stidham, Southeastern’s Director of Residential Services 
said. “They’ve already begun to make an immediate im-
pact with our kids. Bryan is teaching a weekly devotion-
al to the girls based upon what fatherhood is supposed 
to look like. And, Kelly has been busy teaching our girls 
about how to can jelly and salsa.”

“... When 
Raven came 
home after her 
baptism, she 
started acting 
like a new 
person ...”

Houseparents Bryan and Kelly Conway began impacting residents’ lives immediately upon their arrival.

Southeastern resident Kelsey preparing for baptism with Executive Director 
Robert Kimberly

“I feel like God is guiding me now. I still make mistakes, but I know my sins are forgiven.”

Bryan and Kelly Conway making immediate impact with kids

April 2 - July 25, 2013
Memorials
RICHARD DEAN AMICK
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Holt
	 Ms. Dorothy Whitman
KENNETH AUBERT
	 Mr. Raymond Dicks
	 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Jackson
RONALD “RON” BAGWELL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Wendle Northam
LILLIE “BUNT” BAILEY
	 Mr. & Mrs. Leland Rodgers
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donnie Williams
JOHN B. BASSARD, III
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jones Gamble
CLAUDE J. BEARDEN
	 Ms. Myrtle Wright
EVELYN SMITH BEAVER
	 Ms. Ruth Chambers
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Evers
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ferrell
	 Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kreger
	 Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Lane
	 Mrs. Ginny Norwood
	 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Patterson
AARON BROWN
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Thigpen
MARGIE CARMICHAEL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bailey
	 St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
CLYDA COCKRELL
	 Ms. Myrtle Wright
ED COCKRELL
	 Ms. Myrtle Wright
JAY COCKRELL
	 Ms. Myrtle Wright
PAUL COCKRELL
	 Ms. Myrtle Wright
TENNA FOX COCKRELL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dawes
	 Ms. Myrtle Wright
DOUGLAS WILLARD COLE
	 Mr. & Mrs. Homer Eleazer
	 Mr. & Mrs. Heyward Holton
	 Ms. Ruth Lindler
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Winston
KIRK & CLARA COLE
	 Ms. Donna Cole
KEN COLVIN
	 Mrs. Millie Glover
PATTON COOPER
	 Ms. Elmira Swofford
PHILLIP “MAC’ COOPER
	 Mrs. Jeanie Cooper
HORACE “BUD” DILL
	 Brevard Church of Christ
	 Burnsville Church of Christ
	 Mr. & Mrs. Quentin Clark
	 Mr. & Mrs. Joe Henderson
	 Mr. Ken Hyder
	 Mr. & Mrs. Talmadge Penland
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rawe
MARK EMBRY
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ray Embry
MERTICE EVANS
	 Bamberg Church of Christ
WILLIAM “BILL” GAGNON
	 Ms. Eileen Lane
LARRY GIBSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh
PHILLIP VANN GLOVER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Don George
DALTON E. GOODWIN
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Hart
JUANITA BISHOP GRAY
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Lisby
DIANNE GREENE
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Greene
FRANK HARLEY
	 Mrs. Millie Glover
JULIAN HASELTEN
	 Mr. & Mrs. Carol Woodley
PETE & CATHERINE HOSSE
	 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Hollingsworth
LONNIE HOLT
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Holt
JANET HOLTON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Heyward Holton
A.J. JOHNSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. William Massey
LILLIAN JOHNSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Larck
BERNARD S. KEENE
	 Mr. & Mrs. Joe Anderson
	 Ms. Elda Bailey
	 Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bailey
	 Mr. & Mrs. Dorsey Brewer
	 Ms. Brenda Brown
	 Mrs. Maranell Busey
	 Mrs. Phyllis Claypoole
	 Critical Health Systems of SC
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
	 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fowke
	 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gibson
	 Mrs. Gerry Higginbotham
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Honeycutt
	 Ms. Lou Kennedy
	 Ms. Ruth Lindler
	 Mr. & Mrs. Frank Patrick
	 Ms. Mary Shaw & Family
	 St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
	 Ms. Becky Willis
	 Mr. & Mrs. Fred York
JERRY LEE KOONTZ
	 Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Koontz
FRANK & ALTIE LINDSAY
	 Ms. Elmira Swofford
JOHN & MARGE MASTENBROOK
	 Mr. & Mrs. Tim Mastenbrook
VIRGINIA CAGLE McCOY
	 Mr. & Mrs. Gene Bishop
	 Mrs. Ginny Norwood
MARGARET McINTOSH
	 Ms. Myrtle Wright
BERNICE MILES
	 Ms. Elda Bailey
PATRICIA NIGH
	 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh
GRACE W. PALMER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Palmer
CLAUDIA PINKSTON
	 Mr. &  Mrs. Heyward Holton
LAURA POWELL
	 Zoar United Methodist Church
RUTH PRICE
	 Mr. & Mrs. Fred York
JIM RICKETSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fowke
AUBREY ROACH
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Willis
CAROL ROMAN
	 Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bailey
	 Mr. & Mrs. Joe Brown
	 St. Andrews Church of Christ
	 Mr. & Mrs. Fred York

DAVID MICHAEL “MIKE” SATTERFIELD
	 Barnwell Church of Christ
	 First Street Church of Christ
MIKE SINCLAIR
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Thigpen
AVA DALE SMITH
	 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Osborne
JOHN SMITH
	 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Osborne
JUDITH “JUDY” DUNLAP STOGNER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Davies
	 Ms. Jody Gentry
	 Mr. & Mrs. George McDaniel
EDITH TAYLOR
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Thigpen
FRANCES INABINETT TOMBLIN
	 Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Bullock
	 Mr. & Mrs. Carlton Connor
	 Mr. & Mrs. Hal Doster
	 Mr. & Mrs. Doug Hawks
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Haguewood
	 Mr. & Mrs. Terry Irwin
	 Ivy Creek Baptist Church
	 J.O.Y. Sunday School
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bill McKee
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Riley
	 St. George Church of Christ
MALCOLM USREY
	 Mr. Richard Dom
JOE VAN PELT
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Thigpen
RICHARD WARREN
	 Mr. & Mrs. Davis Johnson
JOHN WILLMOTT
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rawe
ERIC PATRICK WILSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Wilson
BUD WRIGHT
	 Ms. Myrtle Wright

In Honor of 
JEWELL BARNETT
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Judd
JANE K. FARLEY
	 Ms. Mary Nevins
LINDA KRANTZ
	 Mr. Bernard Krantz
LEAH MARTIN
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Judd
GRACE C. PALMER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Palmer
RICK & KRISTY PATTERSON
	 Cornerstone Church
CLAIR TURBEVILLE
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards

In Honor of birthday
BO EDWARDS
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
COURTNEY LEATHERWOOD
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
	 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
JACKIE LEATHERWOOD
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
	 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
TREVOR LEATHERWOOD
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
	 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
TIM LEVERIDGE
	 Mr. &  Mrs. Bernie Krantz
ALINDA MAHAFFEY
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
KELSEY MILLER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
	 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
MICHAEL MILLER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
	 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
CHARLOTTE LOVE MORRIS
	 Mr. & Mrs. Clay Ball
BENNY NODINE
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
	 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
RYAN NODINE
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine & Tyler
TRAVIS NODINE
	 Mrs. Chrisy Nodine
	 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
TYLER NODINE
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine & Ryan
ANGIE TESNER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
BROOKE TESNER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine

In Honor of 99th birthday
IOLA TRIPP
	 Ms. Gloria Baker

In Honor of Graduation
ZACHARY BEGGS
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
HAYLEY JENSEN
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
WAYLON THOMAS
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
CORINA SAMUEL
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards

In Honor Of Father’s Day

BRUCE HANNAFORD
	 Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings

In Honor Of Mother’s Day
JO HANNAFORD
	 Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings

In Honor of Wedding 
Anniversary
ED & JOANN EDWARDS
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards

In Honor of 50th Wedding 
Anniversary
HOSIE & ANNIE BYRD
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
JACK & MARY JO COMBS
	 Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Rogers
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During the past few months, several of our residents 
at our Pre-Independent Living Home in Lyman have 
completed their high school careers.

Both Keri and Kayla graduated from Byrnes High 
School and will enroll in local colleges in the fall. Kayla 
plans to major in Nursing, while Keri plans on majoring 
in Business Administration.

“I have always wanted to be in a job where I can help 
others,” Kayla said. “It’s just my nature. I can’t stand to see 
someone hurt or sad. If there’s something wrong, I want 
to figure out what’s causing the problem so that I can 
help.”

Kayla will transition to the on-campus housing at a 
local college in Spartanburg.

“I came to Southeastern Children’s Home skepti-
cal and broken,” Kayla said. “But, now, I’m a changed 
person.”

Though Kayla is leaving the Children’s Home, she is 
incredibly thankful for the opportunity she was given.

“I’m so grateful for all the help everyone gave me. 
I don’t know where I would have been without the 
help of Southeastern Children’s Home,” Kayla said. “The 
houseparents and staff encouraged me to keep my 

grades up. They always helped when I had ques-
tions. They were encouraging. And, most impor-
tantly, they made sure I was on the right path, even 
when I occasionally wanted to turn the wrong way.”

Kayla additionally credits her success to her 
friends, members of her church, and her sponsor-
ing congregation which sent cards and letters to 
her.

“There aren’t big enough words that express 
how thankful I am for those that helped me while 
I was at Southeastern,” Kayla said. “I felt loved. Every 
card, letter, or message I received let me know 
that somebody out there really cared. There’s just 
not a big enough way to express my thanks. I left 
Southeastern Children’s Home feeling so much bet-
ter about myself because of the love that everyone 
gave to me.”

Keri will enroll at Spartanburg Community College 
in the fall and will major in Business Administration. 
She will continue to stay in our Pre-Independent Living 
Home and will commute to school.

“I, eventually, want to run my own business,” Keri said. 
“My dream is to create a furniture store that not only 
re-sells furniture, but actually builds and fixes furniture. 

I like the idea of taking something broken and making 
it new again.”

Like most freshmen, Keri looks forward to the oppor-
tunity that college brings.

“I love the idea of a fresh start,” Keri said. “It’s a rare op-
portunity. Within a few months you get to leave behind 
the bad influences of high school, and then decide 
what type of person you want to be. I look forward to 
changing for the better.”

Keri and Kayla on graduation day at Byrnes High School. Both will 
attend college in the fall.

Two Southeastern ladies college-bound
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