
Write from the heart

th
e

 n
ew

sl
et

te
r o

f s
o

u
th

e
as

te
rn

 c
h

il
d

re
n

’s
 h

o
m

e
   

•  
 s

p
ri

n
g

 2
0

17

COA accreditation 
granted

Benefit auction 

Brooke: Resident 
of the quarter

Also ...

Southeastern resident’s writing earns honors



By Robert Kimberly 
Executive Director 

We are proud to announce that we were 
recently granted accreditation by the Council 
on Accreditation (COA). 

This is HUGE news for us. This is the 
culmination of a team effort.

COA accreditation involves a detailed 
review and analysis of our organization’s 
administration, management, and service 
delivery functions. COA accreditation 
demonstrates accountability in the 
management of resources, sets standards 
of best practice thresholds for service 
and administration, and increases 
organizational capacity and accountability 
by creating a framework for ongoing 
improvement. 

This has been a huge endeavor for our 
staff. Vicki Stidham, our Development of 
Residential Services, led our team and spent 
countless hours over the past few years getting 
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By Philip Murphy 
Development Director 

Southeastern Children’s Home is listed 
as a certified charity with most United Way 
county organizations. If you want to give 
to Southeastern Children’s Home through 
United Way, please be sure to specifically 
designate Southeastern Children’s Home 
as your charity of 
choice. This designation 
often requires some 
additional paperwork, 
but it’s extremely helpful 
to SECH.

If you have questions 
about your specific 
United Way giving 
program, please feel free 
to contact us, or check 
with your local United 
Way representative. 

Also, many employers 
offer a gift matching program. If your employer 
has a gift matching program, please consider 

naming Southeastern Children’s Home as the 
designated recipient. Gift matching programs 
are a great way to multiply your gift to a great 
charity!

United we stand
... when you give to SECH through employer, United Way
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Continued on page 3 ...

us to this point.

Why does this matter to you? 

This means that you can rest assured that 
your support to Southeastern Children’s 
Home is a safe and wise financial investment. 
An endorsement from COA and the value 
of its accreditation process is reflected in 

Thanks to your generosity, we’re keeping smiles 
on faces at Southeastern Children’s Home.

Long-term team effort earns prestigious national accreditation

“...Gift matching 

programs are 

a great way to 

multiply your 

gift to a great 

charity! ...”
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TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL

EXAMPLE ITEMS  
UP FOR BID

Hand-made Quilts

Disney World Park Hopper Passes

Gift Certificates

Carowinds, Flat Rock Playhouse, Carolina Opry

Hotel Stays

Large Assortment of Plants, Trees, and Flowers

Spa Packages

Golf Packages

BMW Driving School

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!!

SOUTHEASTERN CHILDREN’S HOME

Saturday May 20, 2017
Silent auction begins at 4:30 pm.

Live auction begins at 5:30 pm.

LOCATION
Central Church of Christ Annex Building

2052 N. Church St. Place, Spartanburg, SC
(behind Spartanburg Dodge)

AUCTION!

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home



Writing earns honors
Southeastern resident Jason writes from experience, from the heart
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COA accredits Southeastern
Continued from page 1

it being named by the U.S. 
State Department as the 
sole  national independent 
accrediting body under 
the Hague Convention on 
Intercountry Adoption. 
Additionally, COA is the only 
national accreditor designated 
by the U.S. Department 
of Defense to develop 
accreditation standards and 
processes for human service 
programs provided to military 
families.

I’m so proud of our staff for this 
accomplishment. This is one of the highlights of 
my entire time as Executive Director of SECH. 

This accreditation only reinforces what I already 
knew:  Our staff and houseparents are providing 
excellent services to young people in our care.

We want children to receive the best 
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possible services we can provide. The COA 
accreditation is proof of our commitment to 
excellence. Thank you for being part of our 
team.

Sincerely,

“This is one of 

the highlights of 

my entire time as 

Executive Director.”

Robert Kimberly

Winning for some, seems easy.
Jason, a Smith cottage resident, was chosen 

as a finalist for a state-wide high school writing 
competition for all juniors and seniors in the 
state of South Carolina.

Jason’s winning essay was entitled, “How can 
we better, South Carolina?” 

“My essay was about foster homes,” Jason 
said. “Specifically, I wrote about how there 
is a lack of foster homes in our state when 
compared to the ratio of kids in foster care.”

Jason coupled the data he found online with 
his personal experience.

“I wrote about the problems of foster homes 
because it’s something I can relate to,” Jason 
said. “I’ve been in the state system for a while, 
and I’m probably not going anywhere anytime 
soon. There are a lot of kids out there who 
deserve homes. Someone, somewhere ought 
to do something about it.”

Jason was chosen with 51 other finalists to 
participate in a 40-minute impromptu writing 
competition that took place at the University of 
South Carolina.

“I was a little nervous because you don’t 
know the topic beforehand,” Jason said. “Luckily, 
my nerves were calmed the minute I saw the 
topic. Once I saw the topic, I knew I could relate 
to the subject matter.”

At the finals, 
Jason was asked 
to write, “Where 
do you come 
from in life?” 
Jason’s essay was 
entitled, “I come 
from forgiveness.”

“My essay 
was the product 
of my life 
experiences,” 
Jason said. 
“Basically, I said, if 
God can forgive 
me, then why 
shouldn’t I forgive 
everyone else’s mistakes?” 

Jason, and other selected finalists will have 
their work published in a book. Jason hopes 
to graduate next December and major in 
Biomedical Science at a local university. He 
wants to be an anesthesiologist one day.

“I write in my journal every day,” Jason said. 
“I’m not sure I’d say I didn’t expect to win, but 
winning is easy if you have the right experience 
and ability.”

We’re so proud of Jason! We’ll find out 
soon if he placed in the top 10 of his latest 
competition.

“... There are a lot of 
kids out there who 
deserve homes ...”
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“... On Christmas 

morning, I saw 

the most gifts I’ve 

ever seen in my 

life. I was like, holy 

guacamole, the 

entire living room 

is covered in gifts!”

I’m a tomboy. Boys 
are drama-free.

BROOKE
AGE/GRADE 17-year-old high school junior

FAVORITE MOVIE Phantom of the Opera

FAVORITE CLASS
AP U.S. History (she is taking two AP courses 
this semester)

FAVORITE TEAM Florida State Seminoles

FUTURE MAJOR/OCCUPATION History /History Professor

FAVORITE THING ABOUT SECH Support, inspiration to push harder

HARDEST THING ABOUT SECH Living in a house with seven girls

SPECIAL SKILLS Flute, concert band, slam poetry

IF YOU COULD GO BACK 3 YEARS, 
WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE?

“I wouldn’t have died my hair pink. That was a 
tragic mistake.”

Brooke

“I was born in the wrong decade. I should 
have been born in 1967.”
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 	 Ms. Jeanie Cooper
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	 Ms. Deborah S. Barnes
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 	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dickerson
 	 Ms. Carole Jessup
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Neil Martin
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Steven Moore
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 	 Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Thigpen
JOE DUNN
 	 Ms. Jewel “Trixie” Dunn 
IMELDA FOLKER
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Dennis
LARRY GIBSON
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh
BURKLEY GRAY
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Tyler Gray
JOHN SAMUEL GREENE
	 Ms. Jewel Dunn
LETA GREEN
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Krantz
MICHAEL HAND
 	 Ms. Joann Hand
DORA HARMON
 	 Ms. Margarette Smither
BECKY HINTON
	  Ms. Sarah Cole
REESE INABINETT
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	 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Audia
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JERRY LEE KOONTZ
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Lee Koontz
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	 Ms. Elmira Swofford
DON LINDSAY
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 	 Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Walton
JAMES MILLER
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 	 Ms. Ginny Norwood
SHERLAND POTEAT
 	 The Brothers & Sisters at Church of 

Christ Garrison
 	 Mrs. Frances Miller
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Childhood Center
	 Ms. Grace Mangum
	 Ms. Mary McDermott
	 Ms. Beverly Moses
	 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Oswald
	 Palmetto Bible Camp
	 Plaza Church of Christ
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	 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Vest
MAURINE SORRELL
 	 Ms. Phyllis Hudson
JUDITH STOGNER
 	 Mr. Michael Stogner
BECKY STUBBLEFIELD
	  Ms. Carolyn Stubblefield
SAMMY D. TANNEY III
 	 Mr. & Mrs. M.H. Martin
D.C. TROTTER
 	 Mr. Norman Bryant
 	 Mr. & Mrs. David Fuller & Casey
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Mike Coleman
 	 Ms. Lisa Garcia
 	 Ms. Tonya Justice
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Hartsell 
 	 Ms. Linda Hill
 	 Mr. & Mrs. James Howell 
 	 Ms. Katherine Howell
 	 Mr. Luke Morris
	 Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Howell
 	 Ms. Shirley Lineberger
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Gary McKnight
 	 Mr. David Moore
 	 Ms. Erin O’Shea-Leske
 	 Ms. Susan Singleton’s 
	 Teammates at Citizens Bank
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Frank Smith
 	 Mr. & Mrs. John Wade
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Wampler
 	 Ms. Rebecca Willis
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Wood
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Zeiss

EVAN WILLIAMS
 	 Ms. Marylen Jackson
MICHAEL WORRELL
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Terrill Tuten
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Ben Kalivas
 	 Mr. Neill Tuten
 	 Ms. Mackenzie Gwynne
BUD WRIGHT
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
MYRTLE WRIGHT
 	 Ms. Jaci Bearden
	  Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dawes
 	 Ms. Donna Mills

In honor of
THE COLE FAMILY
 	 Ms. Donna Cole
MR. & MRS. JAMES B. EDWARDS
 	 Mr. Lamar McEachern
JANE KAY FARLEY
 	 Mr. Jim Farley 
	 Ms. Mary Nevins
ALTON FREE
 	 Grace UMC Choir
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Marx
BILL HUTCHESON
 	 Ms. Jewell Dunn
HANNAH JOHNSON
 	 Mr. Randy Johnson
SETH JOHNSON
 	 Mr. Randy Johnson
TOMMY & LINDA JOHNSON
 	 Mr. Randy Johnson
SUE JUSTUS
 	 Mr. & Mrs. Francis Curtis
MR. & MRS. MIKE HIATT
	 Ms. Jolene McKenzie
BEN & BRITTANY KALIVAS
	 Mr. Neill Tuten  

& Ms. Mackenzie Gwynne
WYLLENE KELLER
	 Mr. Kenneth Hyder
BARBARA KOHLER
	 Mr. Randy Johnson
JOE & MARTY MANNING
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Wade
THE STAFF of SECH
	 Mr. & Ms. Kevin Evans
MAX NIGH
	 Ms. Michelle Abroff
MAX & BESTSY NIGH
	 Mr. John McWilliams
GEORGE & JOY OLIVER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Francis Curtis
FOYLE PERKINS
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Steelman

DREW ROUHANA
	 Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Walton
BECKY STUBBLEFIELD
	 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Johnson
NEILL TUTEN & MACKENZIE GWYNNE
	 Mr. & Mrs. Terrill Tuten
TERRILL & SARIE TUTEN
	 Mr. Neill Tuten & Ms. Mackenzie Gwynne

In-kind gifts and United Way
A Classic Salon
A Mile in Those Shoes
Aberdeen Church of Christ
Alabama Theatre at Barefoot Landing
All Out Bail Bonding Inc.
Apalache Baptist Church
Atlanta Evergreen Marriott Conference Resort
Atlanta Motor Speedway
Averitt Express
Bennett Paving, Inc.
Bert’s Automotive
BMW Manufacturing Co.
Carolina Country Club
Carowinds  Cedar Fair Entertainment Co.
Central Church of Christ, Durham, NC
Chimney Rock State Park
Circle K
Classic Carriage Works, LLC
Cleghorn Plantation Golf & Country Club
CoCo Key Water Resort Orlando
Cub Scout Pack #24
Curtis Wright Surface Tech Employees
Deal Mart
Draexlmaier Automotive
Drury Hotels
EdVenture Children’s Museum
El Mexicano, Duncan
Elite Car Rental
Essex Village Church of Christ
Family Kingdom Amusement Park
First Baptist Church of Lyman
Flat Rock Playhouse
Four Season Hotel Atlanta
Friendship Baptist Church of Lyman
Fulton’s Bait and Tackle
Gastonia Church of Christ
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Golden Strip Church of Christ
Grace Baptist Church
Grace United Methodist Church
Grand Strand Church of Christ
Gravitopia
Greenwood Church of Christ
Greenville Co. Recreation District
Hair It Is, Inc.
Hampton Golf
Hampton Inn & Suites Oceanfront
Henderson Church of Christ
Hendersonville Church of Christ
Homegrown Hospitality Group
Impact Community Church
Jasmine Title Agency
Joe’s Crab Shack
Lear Seating Corporation
Lyman United Methodist Church
MAIREC Precious Metals
Mattress Max
Mauldin Church of Christ
McDonalds - AMC Management Corp.
Meadowbrook Golf Club
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Middle Tyger Ruritan Club
Middle Tyger YMCA
Miller’s Car Wash
Mountain Island Church of Christ
Northgate Freewill Baptist
Olive Tree Restaurant
Omicron, LLC
Poplar Springs Baptist Church
QuikTrip Corporation
Reidville Presbyterian Church
Reidville Road United Methodist Church
Resurgent Capital Services
Rieter Corporation
Sealed Air
Secured Advantage
Seneca Church of Christ
Sharon United Methodist Church
Shelby Church of Christ
Sims Barbeque
Skins Hotdogs
South Carolina Aquarium
Southern Barbecue
St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
Stribling Funeral Home
Taylor’s First B
The Children’s Museum of the Upstate
The Pepperoni Express
The Spice Diner
The Westin Poinsett

Woodland Church of Christ
Woods Chapel United Methodist Church

Tony’s Pizza
USC Office of Athletics Compliance

Walt Disney World Co. Guest Communications
Wild Water/Water & Race Theme
Woodland Church of Christ, Webster, NC
WonderWorks
Zaxby’s of Duncan
Zoar United Methodist Church

Mr. & Mrs. David Abernathy
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Adams

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Adee
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Axsom

Ms. Kathryn Bartholomew 
Ms.Heidi Barto

Mr. & Mrs. William Bathgate
Ms. Loana Benton
Ms. Julie Blackwell
Mr. & Mrs. Thurman Blackwell
Ms. Gloria Boyd
Ms. Dianne Bray
Mr. Mark Bunner
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Burgess
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Scotty Cannon
Ms. Jane Cherry
Mr. & Mrs. John Chewning
Miss Madison Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Corradi
Mr. & Cecil Crabtree
Mr. & Mrs. Bo Dempsey
Mrs. Shelby Denton
Mrs. Sara Dexter
Ms. Shirley Duke
Ms. Jewell Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Edwards
Ms. Ruthie Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Felmett
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fisher
Ms. Ginger Floyd
Mr. Alton Free
Mr. Mike Friedberger
Ms. Rosemary Galt
Ms. Mackie Garrett
Ms. Kaye Gehr
Mr. & Mrs. Kennith Gehr
Ms. Kalli Gibbs
Mr. & Mrs. George Glenn
Ms. Melissa Green
Mr. Neil Greene

6 spring 2017

Ms. Pat Griswold
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Gunton
Ms. Tonya Hanke
Ms. Lauren Hanson
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hennecy
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Hinson
Ms. Cathy Hooper
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Huckaby
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ide
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Jeffcoat
Ms. Carole Jessup
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Johnson
Ms. Sheila Kemp
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kimberly
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Kimbrell
Mr. & Mrs. Carry Laycock
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Lisby
Mr. Tim Lowe & Family
Mr. Tom Mabry
Mrs. Jessica Maddox
Ms. Loraine Martin
Ms. De Lois Martin
Mr. & Mrs. James Martin
Mr. Vernon McMakin
Ms. Janet Millwood

 Mr. & Mrs. Sam Moody
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Morton 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Mull 
Mr. & Mrs. Vio Musteata 
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
Mrs. Virginia Norwood
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Orr
Ms. Barbara Owensby
Mr. Roger Page 

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Parks
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Peace

Mrs. Linda Phelps 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rademacher 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ragsdale 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Remick
Mr. Lou Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Robinson
Ms. Jackie Salters
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Scott 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Shedrick
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Stidham 
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Straitiff
Ms. Earleen Stricklin
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Taunton
Ms. Shelba Taylor
Ms. Sharon Tootell 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Van Splinter
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Waddell
Ms. Cassandra Walker
 Ms. Keena Waters
Mr. & Mrs. Ellie Whitener 
Mr. Josh Whitener
Mr. & Mrs. Kliff Wiant
Ms. Barbara Williams 

Volunteers
Mrs. Tonya Ferguson
Appalache Ladies group
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Dunaway
Mrs. Tonya Ferguson
Mr. Jason Ferguson
Ms. Magnum Greer
Ms. Jo Ann Hand
Mrs. Wanda Martin
Mrs. Melita McCaskill
Mrs. Olivia Shedrick
Mrs. Crystal Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Taylor & Family
Mrs. Eddie Sue Thompson 
Mrs. Lori Tripp and Nathan
Mrs. Suzanne Vansplinter & Family
Ms. Annabelle Vansplinter
Mr. & Mrs. Rudy and Ellie Whitener

Annual ReportStatement of Financial ActivitiesIncome 
	 Program Support payments....................$465,290
	 Grants, Reimbursements and  Restricted Gifts............................................... $61,417

	 Contributions & donations.......................$495,377	 Subtotal.............................................. $1,022,084Expenses
	 Program services for children..................$814,689
	 Support services, utilities,  insurance........................................................$114,228

	 Development expenses............................... $33,608
	 Transfer to investment................................. $13,780	 Subtotal..................................................$976,305	 Net Income.............................................$45,779

Counseling sessions.................................................483
Baptisms..............................................................................3
Children served............................................................. 34
Referrals..........................................................................124

2016

Thank you!Dependable cars for the children, liquid 

laundry and dishwasher detergent, 

gas-powered weed trimmers, and push 

lawnmowers, movie passes, Walmart or 

clothing retail store gift cards
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