
pebbles around in the tank.”

Maybe Dantonio should add another fish to the 
tank to keep Donatello company. What name would it 
have? Perhaps Leonardo, Raphael, or Michelangelo… 

Wild times 
Exploring the Riverbanks Zoo

During the summer the kids of Southeastern 
Children’s Home were able to do several fun 
activities. One of which was the Riverbanks Zoo and 
Garden. This well-known attraction is an hour and a 
half drive away.

“The animals are neat in how they look and how 
they act,” says Calieb. The zoo boasts over 2,000 
animals from 350 species, including elephants, 
alligators, and monkeys. 

James recalls. “We went to one exhibit where there 
were monkeys behind a glass wall. I had a stick and 
kept tapping it on the wall. The monkeys would jump 
on the wall trying to touch the stick. It was cool.” 

McKenzie’s favorite animals were the lions and 
other big cats. “I saw half of a tiger’s head. There was 
this big rock and half of her head poked out. She was 
pretty.”

Spotlight: Dantonio
The Man with A Fish

Dantonio has many favorite things. His favorite TV 
show is Hawaii Five-O. His favorite movie is Matilda. 
He even has a new favorite song. “When we were 
at Palmetto Bible Camp, they played this one song 
called the ‘Guacamole Song’ and I’ve been listening 
to it since.” 

Dantonio likes the book, Fat Boy Vs. the 
Cheerleaders by Geoff Herbach. “The cheerleaders 
use the soda machine to take money from the band. 
The kid tries to raise money in other ways.” 

Speaking of high school, Dantonio’s favorite 
class is P.E. He plans to graduate early by getting 
extra credits. After college, he wants to work with 
computers and technology. 

The most intriguing part of his life? Donatello, his 
pet fish.

“I had been reading in the rule book you are 
allowed to have a fish,” Dantonio says. “At that time, 
one of our dogs was going through liver failure and 
we had to put him down. The night we came back, he 
wasn’t there and I busted out in tears. It was tough. 
Then, I got Donatello. He’s quiet. He moves the 

By Cindy Davis

The explosion of excitement was finally released 
the first beautiful morning we woke up realizing the 
week we’ve all been waiting for had finally arrived.  

A lot of hard work goes into this trip as it involves 
three cottages full of teen boys and girls, all the 
House parents and Administration, and five days full 
of fun.  However, when day 1 begins the child’s smile 
is the goal; and the staff is rewarded greatly by day 
five.

It’s a rush to observe the boys and girls during this 
week as they experience life on a different level than 
the ‘norm’ of the Home.  For one, they get to interact 
freely on this trip, be themselves, relax and engage 
in the many activities that are planned just for them.  
For some of them, this vacation is new because they 
may have never been on one before.  For others, they 
have never been to nor seen the ocean before and 
the look on their faces as they get a glimpse of the 
water is priceless!  Not to mention jumping into it.  
This week is free of chores and responsibility for the 
child, except of course, keeping up with their man-
ners and staying out of trouble!  This week is for them 
and the adults are blessed to serve them.

The setting of this trip is at the beach and lodging 
in dorms one block away from the beach where we 
slept and ate good food to our stomach’s content; 
so, of course we are going to play at the beach and 
make sand castles, bury each other only with our 
heads and toes sticking out of the sand, surf some 
waves, splash each other, and get a really great tan! 
This could very well be the end of the story because 
in and of itself just this activity for five days is awe-
some!  

But it gets better.  

Within this week there is a hard-core putt-putt golf 
competition that always bring out the child in our 
adults – and the kids get to witness us in a differ-
ent light competing with one another and with the 
kids.  Another day we tried our hands out at Wonder 
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Works where hands-on activities are at it’s best in 
this museum of creativity and skill.  Wow, these kids 
are incredible! Day 3 brings us yet another gift at the 
Carolina Opry, and the kids went wild over excite-
ment over hearing their favorite songs of the 70’s, 
80’s, and 90’s; not to mention the good lookin’ young 
singers that graced our teenagers with autographs 
at the end.   But let me not forget Golden Corral, who 
fed our appetites to its fullest that evening.  The Pool 
Party allowed our kids to interact with the Beach 
Camp Staff, which was great fun too. 

Every evening we had the pleasure of walking 
barefoot on the cool, packed sand, looking up at the 
stars, watching the fireworks up close, and hearing 
our teenagers laugh.  The kids were rowdy and let 
loose a bit on these walks - they were being kids 
having fun.  

Every day God showed up – yes, He was always 
there; but by testimony from each child He presented 
Himself in a new and different way.	   Every eve-
ning our men shared a devotional out of God’s word 
explaining how God works in many ways through His 
creation, His people, His written and spoken Word.  
By the end of our week most of our children began to 
understand how God was showing up to each one of 
them personally.   

The Water Park Day was upon on us on Day 5 and 
we began to realize the week was winding down to 
the end.  This day became bittersweet; a day we’ve 
all been waiting for, because who doesn’t like an 
extreme waterslide or a lazy river?  It’s pure fun, even 
if lightening strikes close an hour before we were 
originally to leave.  

And it’s a day we must prepare to pack and take 
home with us the treasures we will carry for the rest 
of the year; whether it be a sand dollar, a souvenir, a 
new friendship, or the simple lesson of God’s pres-
ence.   Our teenagers smiled and laughed and cried, 
which is good enough reason that the Beach Trip is 
the best week of the year!

Southeastern’s beach week is free of chores and responsibility for the child, except of course, keeping up with their 
manners and staying out of trouble!  

“There was a flamingo fight,” Ronnie remembers. 
In addition to the exotic, the Zoo houses animals you 
might see locally. 

Dantonio says “One of the best parts was feeding 
the goat.” 

Overall, the children had a wonderful time while 
learning about nature and enjoying their friends.

Memorials

ROBERT AMICK
	 Mr. David Derrick
GENE ANDERSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Lisby
DORIS BELCHER ARMSTRONG
	 Zoar United Methodist Church
MARY JEWELL ATKINS
	 Ms. Marylen Jackson
LAURA D. BAILEY
	 Mr. & Mrs. Alan Larmon
MARY L. BARNES
	 Co-Workers of Brian Barnes at 
Bureau of Air Quality
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Shealy
	 Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Smith
CLAUDE BEARDEN
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
J.W. BIRDWELL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Krantz
DERYL BORDERS
	  Ms. Virginia Norwood
JOHN BRANDON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Carol Woodley
RUTH BRYSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bailey
	 Mr. & Mrs. Alan Larmon
WAYNE BUSEY
	 Ms. Maranell Busey
	 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Miller
 ALLISON ANNE CARROLL
	 Mr. Randall Spake
QUENTIN CLARK
	 Mr. Kenneth Hyder
CLYDA COCKRELL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
JAY COCKRELL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
TENA COCKRELL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
CLARA COLE
	 Ms. Donna Cole
KIRK & CLARA COLE
	 Ms. Donna Cole
PATTON COOPER
	 Ms. Elmira Swofford
PHILLIP “MAC” COOPER
	 Ms. Jeanie Cooper
WANDA COOPER
	 Bamburg Church of Christ
CHARLES CRADDOCK
	 Grand Strand Church of Christ
	 Ms. Lynda Jones
	 Mr. Wendle Northam
JOHN CRAIG
	 Ms. Sharon Johnson
DAN DAVISON
	 Grand Strand Church of Christ
PATSY DUKES
	 Boiling Springs Church of Christ
JAMES B. EDWARDS
	 Mr. & Mrs. W. Paul Borde
	 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Blaylock
	 Mr. & Mrs. Humphrey Childers
	 Ms. Phyllis Claypoole
	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Collins, Sr.
	 Mr. Bob Collins, Jr.
	 Miss Elizabeth Collins
	 Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Easter
	 Ms. Virginia Edwards
	 Mr. & Mrs. Green Giebner, Jr.
	 Mr. & Ms. Richard Haley
	 Miss Emily Holton
	 Mr. & Mrs. William Jennings
	 Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Larck, II
	 Long Creek Church of Christ
	 Mr. Maxey Love, Jr.
	 Madison Church of Christ 
	 Mr. Lamar McEachern
	 Mr. Marion McEachern
	 Ms. Caroline Meredith
	 Mr. Heyward Roberts, Jr.
	 Mr. & Mrs. Tony Spickard
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Vaughn
	 Ms. Rebecca Willis
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ora Woodley
JAMES C. FARLEY, SR.
 	 Ms. Jane Farley
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Farley, Jr.
	 Mr. & Mrs. George Todd
RUBY FIELDS
	 Mr. & Mrs. Alan Bright
YVONNE CYNTHIA FOWLER
	 Friends & Co-Workers from 

Humana
	 Ms. Amy Perrine
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Williams
MARY GLENN
	 Mr. & Mrs. Carol Woodley
LARRY GIBSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh
WILLIAM CHARLES GRAHAM
	 Ms. Betty Dinkins
VARNEY HARMON
	 Ms. Margarette Smither
DONNA HARRIS
	  Mr. Kenneth Hyder
CARLWELL HEAD, JR.
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Lisby
SARAH HUTCHINSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bailey
	 Ms. Jewel Dunn
ESTHER JACKSON
	 Boiling Springs Church of Christ
JAMES JORDAN
	 Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Walton
RUTH KENERSON
	 Grand Strand Church of Christ
MARY DUNCAN LARMON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Alan Larmon
MELISSA LAWSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Audia
HAL LEVEY
	 Ms. Marylen Jackson
ALTI LINDSAY
	 Ms. Elmira Swofford

DON LINDSAY
	 Ms. Elmira Swofford
FRANK LINDSAY
	 Ms. Elmira Swofford
CAROL LITCHFIELD
	 Mr. & Mrs. Alton Free
	 Middle Tyger Ruritan Club
MARYANN GORDON MARTIN
	 Mr. Jay Alexander
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Bordonaro
	 Ms. Kathy Bordonaro
	 Mr. & Mrs. David Fox
	 Ms. Carlene Jerome
	 Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Kuklinski
	 Ladd, McCall & Associates
	 Ms. Margaret Lyerly
	 Ms. Heidi & Ms. Lynn Martin
	 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Stapanowich
	 Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Uhler
ROBERT McCOWN
	 Ms. Virginia Edwards
CLIFFORD McCRAW
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Palmer
MARY McCRAW
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Palmer
DENISE MONKS
	 Boiling Springs Church of Christ
JUSTIN MORROW
	 Mr. Kenneth Hyder
Ms. Sharon Johnson
	 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Audia
PATRICIA NIGH
	 Mr. & Mrs. Brett Nigh
	 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh
SYLVIA NORTHAM
Grand Strand Church of Christ
	 Mr. H. Wendle Northam
DAVID NORWOOD
	 Ms. Virginia Norwood
MILDRED OLIVER
	 St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
GRACE W. PALMER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Palmer
JIMMY DALE PHILLIPS
	 Ms. Virginia Norwood
BOBBLY PIERCE
	 St. Andrews Church of Christ
FRANCES PROPES
	 Ms. Suzanne Dills
JOANNE F. ROWE
	 Chicago Title Insurance Company
Ms. Olga Moroz
	 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Shields
MENNO SCHEPERS
	 Ms. Marylen Jackson
BETTY JO SCOTT
	 Ms. Virginia Edwards
PAULINE SHORTRIDGE
	 Church of Christ at Gold Hill Road
HERB SMITH
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Davis
	 Ms. Patricia Smith
GINNY LYN SORRELL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Carol Woodley
BETTY LOU STILL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Walton
Dr. MALCOLM USREY
	 Ms. Harriet Reavis
	 Mr. Richard Dom
DALE WARREN
	 Mr. Kenneth Hyder
LORY WEED
	 Mr. & Mrs. Fred York
BILLY WHITE
	  St. Andrews Rd. Church of Christ
DONALD WISENBAKER
	 Ms. Virginia Edwards
BUD & MYRTLE WRIGHT
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
MYRTLE WRIGHT
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
DAVID WYATT
	 Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wyatt
BILL YOUNG
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Duncan

In Honor of 

GRACE C. PALMER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Palmer
JOE PALMER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Palmer
DR. LARRY SHEEHAN
	 Mr. Chris Creel	
DR. ROY STILL
	 Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Walton

In Honor of graduation

SYDNEY BEASLEY
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
 ZOEY DILL
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
EMILY GASS
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
KYLE JENSEN
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
ERIC KEELER
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
BEN MITCHELL
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
NOAH PING
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards

In Honor of Birthday

JERRY SATTERFIELD
	 Ms. Sarah Cole	
LINDA JOHNSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
RANDY JOHNSON
	 Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Johnson
BARBARA KOHLER
	 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
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Carowinds Experiences 
Another place our kids went this summer was 

Carowinds, an amusement park located only 90 
miles away in Charlotte, NC. When asked what their 
favorite part of the trip was, most of the kids named 
the Fury 325. It is the longest steel roller coaster in 
North America. Is the Fury an intense ride?

Olga says. “I thought I was going to die on the Fury 
and fall into the parking lot.” 

“I was promising myself I would get on the Fury,” 
states McKenzie. “As soon as I saw that thing, I said 
“Sike.”

Other favorite roller coasters included the Night-
hawk and the Intimidator. Olivia also met some family 
members at the park. “My aunt, her husband and 
my cousins came to hang out with me for the day. 
In order for me to not scream on the roller coasters, 
I laughed instead. People in front and behind were 
screaming but we were the only ones laughing.” 

Roller coasters can be one way of facing fears. 

“I didn’t think I was going to do some of the rides, 
like the Fury,” says James. “Once I got on, I learned 
if you don’t ride with your hands up screaming, you 
don’t really ride at all. Carowinds was the highlight of 
the summer for me.” 

The Carowinds trip allowed the children to enjoy 
a day with their friends and a day with thousands of 
children just like them. Thanks to  Draexlmaier for 
making this trip possible
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C E L E B R A T I O N

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE FIFTY YEARS  
OF SERVING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN OUR REGION.

S E M I - F O R M A L D I N N E R 

RSVP TO CHRISTY AT 864.439.0259 
OR VISIT SECH.ORG

204 CANNON ST. 
GREER, SC

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 • 6PM

$35
INDIVIDUAL 

TICKET

$250
SPONSOR TABLE OF 8


