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the newsletter of southeastern children’s home

Brighter days are

Our Savior promises that he is “making everything new”

By Brad Brooks,
Executive Director

One of my favorite things about
living in South Carolina is that we get
to experience all four seasons here
in the Palmetto State. While some
would argue that's not necessarily
a good thing, or that the heat and
humidity of July and August makes
one of those seasons feel much lon-
ger than the others, 'would still say
that we get all four seasons in this
state and thats a good thing. | like
cooler weather and Im a football fan,
so there is something very special
about the fall months for me.

But the transition from the shorter
ahd seemingly darker days of Janu-
ary and February to the longer and
brighter days of March and April is
almost invigorating for me. And |
know. I'm not alone. A good friend of
mine suffers from Seasonal Affective
Disorder (with the very appropriate
acronym, SAD), which is a very real
mood disorder that affects more than
3 million people in the US. It is often
the case that those who suffer from
SAD find the late winter months to
be particularly problematic for them.
It is during those months when the
depression symptoms can be at their
worst, leaving the person feeling as if
there is no hope and that the brighter
and sunnier days of the spring and
summer months will never arrive.

When | check in with my friend to
see how he's doing during those dark
winter months, | always try to remind
him that those brighter and sunnier
days of spring are coming. The dark
days of winter won' last forever; the

“.. Because of you,
we can share the
message of Jesus

with children who

might never know "
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newness of spring is indeed coming.
And | believe all of us must remem-
ber that. The children we serve at

SECH each day
have all experi-

enced darkness  «  rpe children
in their lives

- some suffer we serve at
el SECH each
able conditions

like SAD, while day have all
others have had experienced
their tralima ;
manifest itself darkness in

h

in other forms,
both diagnos-
able and undi-
agnosable.

It's something they live with every
single day. But what we try to do is
remind them that spring — whether
the literal season of spring that be-
gins on March 20 or a more figurative
season of newness that comes in the
form of a Savior who promises in the
book of Revelation that He is *‘making
everything new’ - is indeed coming.
We try to show them that things can
get better and that the darkness in

their lives ...

Hope! is a publication of Southeastern Children's Home, Brad Brooks, Executive ‘

‘ Director. We can be reached by mail at Post Office Box 339, 115 Children's Way;,
Duncan, SC 29334, by phone at 864.439.0259, and online at sech.org.




Contributors
St. George Church of Christ

Sugarcreek Church of Christ
Sylva Church of Christ
Twin City Church of Christ
West Spartanburg Church of Christ
White Knoll Church of Christ

Windsor Lake Church of Christ
Woodland Church of Christ

o e
their lives does not have to last for- newness of life that Jesus promises Mo e Allaypa " Adams
ever. We love and care for them with us is available as well. Thank you Mrs Lonora Anderson
the love and care of Jesus, who also for the support you offer that gives Eé%ﬁ”lafi?”“””e”
tells us in Revelation that through our children the opportunity to have mfgaé i‘g‘zf&iﬁﬁl
Him we are all victorious because He both! e
‘will be [our] God and [wel will be His ; B SREIGTIIST
children! e N e Mcaers

Because of you and your continued Ei%ﬁéj&gﬁ%ﬁ
support of SECH, we can share the M Brtiam, Bameit
message of Jesus with children who / M A gy
might otherwise never know about Me. Louann Bock "
brighter days. The newness that the JRM M. & Mrs. Carall Belcher
Spring season brings each year is

Ms. Benetta Bell
Mrs. Cornelia Bell
Brad BrOOkS Ms. Mary Benjamin
Mr. & Mrs. David Benson
Mr. & Mrs. Marlyn Benton
Ms. Robin Berrier
Ms. Betty Best
Ms. Johanna Best
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Bird
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bishop
Ms. Denise Blankenship
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Sarah Boland
Ms. Martha Boland
Mr. & Mrs. James Bond
Ms. Theresa Boney
Ms. Gloria Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Branch
Ms. Martha Brandon
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Brannon
Ms. Abbey Brasington
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Brewer
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Brewster
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bridwell
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Bright
Ms. Shirley Bright
Ms. Aimee Bright
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Brittain
Ms. Sharon Brobeck
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Brooks
Mr. Henry Brooks
Ms. Marguerite Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Ric Brown
Mrs. Brenda Brown
Ms. Becky Brown
Mr. Donnie Brown
Mr. Craig Brown
Mrs. Lona Bryan
Mr. Norman Bryant
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Bryant
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Bryson
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Buchanan
Ms. Naomi Bullard
Mr. Daniel Burke
Mr. & Mrs. James Burley
Mr. Roy Burrell
Ms. Joyce Burrows
Mrs. Maranell Buse!
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Butler
Mr. Joel Byrom
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Cain
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Caison
Ms. Judy Camp
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cannon
Ms. Trudie Caraway
Mrs. Sharon Carey
Ms. Krista Carey
Rev. & Mrs. Jim Carpenter
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Carter
Ms. Carolyn Carter
Ms. Donna Christian
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Claypoole
Ms. Courtney Cochran
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cockrell
Mrs. Sarah Cole
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Cole
Ms. Donna Cole
Ms. Debbie Cole
Ms. Mabelene Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Collins
Mr. James Conn
Mr. & Mrs, Tyler Conner
Mr. & Mrs. Carlton Connor
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Conway
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Conwell
Ms. Julie Cooley
Ms. Joanna Cooper
Ms. Melinda Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Corradi
Ms. Sherry Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Crabtree
Ms. Frances Creel
Mr. Steve Crittendon

coming: It will be here soon. And the

October 15, 2022 - March 10, 2023

spring 2023



“.. My biggest
goal as a case
manager is
relationship

building ..




minister to children

Thank you to the Gold Hill Road Church of Christ for the work, food, and fellowship!
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New year, new focus: family, stability,

By Robyn Smith, to Unite

o Rl two sibling “.One of the {
When children enter our program, they are already groups, so ti tant -

facing a challenging and emotionally taxing situation. they can re- mostimesy ) W

Losing their homes. their families and their sense of main under aspects of this

stability can be traumatic.and it is the responsibility of* = the same care is keeping

our program and the Department of Social Services to roof. The joy siblings

ensure that children are cared for in a safe and sup- that this has together.” i .

portive environment. brought to . Ut
One of the most important aspects of this care is the children

keeping siblings together when they are taken out CigleRellls

of their home. For children who have already lost so program is i

much, the bond with their siblings can provide a cru- indescrib-

cial sense of security and continuity. Being separated able.

from siblings can intensify the feelings of isolation

and loss that children already experience when being
taken away from their family, and can have long-term
negative effects on their emotional and psychological

well-being.

At SECH, we have been able to see what plac-
ing siblings together can do for a child's mental and
emotional well-being. This year we have been able

Studies have shown that siblings who are placed to-
gether are more likely to maintain a sense of family unity
and identity. They can support and comfort each other
during difficult times and can provide a sense of belong-

ing that is essential for children who have been uproot-

ed from their homes. When siblings are separated, they
may: become anxious or depressedand may striggle to
build relationships with new caregivers or peers.
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and consistency

In addition to the emotional benefits of keeping sib-
lings together, there are also practical considerations.
Programs and families who can take in sibling groups
are less likely to face placement disruptions, as they are
better equipped to handle the unique needs and dynam-
ics of a larger family unit. Furthermore, keeping siblings
together can reduce the need for multiple placements,
which can be traumatic for children who are already ex-

periencing instability and uncertainty.

Despite these benefits, keeping siblings together is not
always easy. There may be logistical challenges, such as
finding placements with enough space for multiple chil-
dren or finding a family that is willing and able to care for
siblings with complex needs. However, the importance
of sibling relationships cannot be overstated, and it is
the responsibility of the child welfare system to prioritize
the well-being of children by keeping siblings together

whenever possible.

New year .. new focus: By prioritizing the importance
of sibling relationships, Southeastern Children's home,
and the child welfare system can provide better care and

support for children in need.
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Ms. Aimee Bright
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Brittain
Ms. Sharon Brobeck
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford Brooks
Ms. Ellie Brooks
Mrs. Ashland Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Ric Brown
Mr. & Mrs.David Buchanan
Ms. Robbie Burnside
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Milon Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cannon
Ms. Trudie Caraway
Mrs. Sharon Carey
Ms. Krista Carey
Rev. & Mrs. Jim Carpenter
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Clark
Ms. Courtney Cochran
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Cole
Ms Debbie Cole
Ms. Melinda Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Corradi
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Crabtree
Mr. Steve Crittendon
Mr. & Mrs. Osvaldo Custodio, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Davis
Ms. Lynne Davis
Ms. MichelleDawkins
Mrs. Shelby Denton
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Dever
Ms. Susan Domnitz
Ms. Brandy Dover
Ms. Shirley Duke
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Edwards
Ms. Ruthie Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Everham
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Evers
Ms. Celicia Fair
Ms. Nabilah Farhan
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Ferguson
Mr. Adam Finley
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Fitch

Ms. Brande Fox

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Free
Mrs. Nancy Fulmer

Ms. Mia Godbee

Mr. Kamron Good

Ms. Jean Gray

Ms. Ashley Green

Ms. Donna Greene

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Greer
Ms. Margaret Greer

Ms. Jean Greer

Mr. & Mrs. Max Gregory
Ms. Reva Griner

Mr. & Mrs. James Gully
Mr. & Mrs. Christian Habeger
Mrs. JoAnn Hand & The Mermaids
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Harrelson
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Hart
Ms. Lisa Hartnett

Ms. Debbie Hembree

Mr. Ed Hewitt

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Hogue
Mr. & Mrs. John Hooper
Mr. & Mrs. James Hopkins
Ms. Patricia Hornsby

Mr. & Mrs. Clint Hughes
Ms. Sandra Hughes

Ms. Diane Hutcherson

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hyden
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Hyneman
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Jopson

Dr. & Mrs. Russell Jurek
Ms. Rhonda Kirkland

Ms. Summer Koch

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Lawrie

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Lewis

Ms. Samantha Link

Mrs. Tracy Link

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Long

Ms. Sally Longway

Mr. & Mrs. David Lunsford
Ms. Dianne Malcom

Mr. Warren Martin

Mr. & Mrs. James Martin
Mr. Greg Martin

Ms. Nellie Mayes

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Mays
Ms. Brianna McCalla

Ms. Mallory McKnight

Mr. Vernon McMakin

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Medford
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Meilinger
Mr. Grant Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Morris

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Morton
Ms. Erica Moseley

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Mosely

Mr. & Mrs. William Mull
Ms. Liz Myron

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Nicholson
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
Mr. & Mrs. Donovan Norris
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Nutt

Mr. Robert Page, Jr.

Mr. Roger Page

Mr. & Mrs. Preston Parker
Mr. & Mrs. David Parker
Ms. Martha Peebles

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Pittman
Ms. Marie Pittman

Mr. Robert Powell

Mr. Jack Purviance

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rademacher
Ms. Kelly Rea

Ms. Shelly Rippy

Ms. Julie Robinson

Mrs. Terri Rowe

Mrs. Robert Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Seymour
Mr. & Mrs. Yves Sidney
Ms. Kathy Sims

Mr. & Mrs. Cale Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Stewart
Ms. Shelba Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Taylor

Ms. Lenesia Terry

Ms. Keri Thureson

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Troyer

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Van den Meiracher
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Waggoner:
Ms. Jessica Walker

Ms. Lauren Ward

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Waters

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Watson
Mr. Jim Watson

Mr. Michael Watson

Ms. Karyn Weidman

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Weldon
Mrs. Heidi \Wenninger

Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Whitener
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. David Wyatt
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